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so sensitive a creature.   Or perhaps she has been
unnerved by the insurrection of November 29?
(On that day all Warsaw had risen against its
oppressors.)   Can it be his own fault? Heaven
forbid!  Jan must reassure her - tell her that this
passion will endure as long as life itself, that even
after death its ashes will strew themselves under
her feet.   He must rely upon his friend to make
all this clear.   It is too risky to write to her direct.
If only he could hatfe done so, he would not have
fretted so long.   But if the letter went astray it
would, perhaps, injure her reputation.   Jan must
be messenger.   That is, if he is not too bored by
such a stupid passion.

Not the least marked characteristic of Chopin's
youth is the warmth of friendship that it kindled.
His letters to Jan Bialoblocki, Jan Matuszynski,
Wilhelm  Kolberg,   Tytus Woyciechowski  and
others show that he confided in them with a dis-
arming frankness.   Sentiments and opinions were
discussed  fredy   and  without   shame.   When
Chopin began to travel and was separated for
long periods from his friends, new faces and en-
vironment did but increase his longing for their
company again.   He took great trouble to sustain
these friendships by means of correspondence, and
was quick to scold the others if there was any
negligence on their part,   Since the age of sixteen
he had been travelling extensively,   During the
holidays of 1826, he accompanied his mother and
two of his sisters to Silesia.   They had gone there
for the younger aster's health. Fryderyk went on